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GENETICALLY ENGINEERED ORGANISMS, FIVE-YEAR FREEZE 
Petition 

HON DEE MARGETTS (Agricultural) [3.02 pm]: I seek leave to present a petition for which the Clerk has 
refused to provide a certificate because of its failure to comply with the requirements of the standing orders.  The 
reason it does not comply is that it is a federally based petition, so it is not worded specifically for the standing 
orders of this State Parliament.   

Points of Order 
Hon N.F. MOORE:  I am happy for leave to be granted on this occasion.  However, the petition should at least 
be addressed to the Legislative Council of Western Australia; and, in future, my position will be not to grant 
leave if that does not form part of the petition.   

Hon GEORGE CASH:  This is also a point of order; we are not debating this matter.  The practice in the past 
when a member has sought to present a non-conforming petition to this House is that it be presented and read out 
during the adjournment debate in order to overcome any discrepancies that may be contained within it.  I 
mention that as an option that has been used in the past.   

Hon KIM CHANCE:  I support and concur with the statements of the Leader of the Opposition.  I have always 
taken a fairly cooperative position on the question of petitions that do not conform and come to this place 
without a certificate.  However, if a petition is clearly intended for another Australian Parliament, we should 
think long and hard about whether we should accept it.  The question of tabling non-conforming petitions during 
the adjournment debate is a matter that members should consider.  

Debate Resumed 
HON DEE MARGETTS (Agricultural) [3.04 pm] - by leave:  I thank the Chamber.  I have noted members’ 
reservations.  The petition I am presenting is to State Parliaments around Australia; and because each Parliament 
has different standing orders, it is not possible to make it legal for each of those State Parliaments.  The petition 
reads as follows -  

We, the undersigned citizens and residents, call on our State Parliament and Government to pass laws 
that create: 

A minimum five year freeze on: 

release into the environment of genetically engineered organisms (GEOs) - crops, microbes or 
animals - for research and commercial purposes; 

imports of genetically modified foods and GEOs; 

patents on living organisms. 

The Freeze would remain in force until the following are established: 

an office of Gene Technology Regulator and national laws on GEOs; 

mandatory labels on all foods produced using gene technology; 

a Biosafety Protocol to ensure safe international transport and use of GEOs; 

GE free zones where GEO-free crops can be grown without genetic pollution; 

independent research showing GEOs are harmless to health and environment; 

adverse reactions registers where the public can report any illness from GEOs; 

a strong, enforceable liability and insurance regime on GEO products; 

everyone fully informed on GEOs, leading to democratic decisions on GEO use. 

Your petitioners ask you to legislate for a five year freeze on GEOs. 

The petition bears 13 signatures.  

[See paper No 896.] 
 


